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/ open then, sund put out my
expecting to see & ficker of
or to catch the smell of
but there was neither. The

L was extrsordinarily glnr

| voqeeful; it was almost as
v day.

aunt's room-—Aunt Enid,

i Halph's wife—was directly
the front door and porch;, my
uucle's, over which was mine, to
one side of it. When he called out
of his window, “Wheo's there?” and
'+%0 on, the figure of & man stepped
out’ of the cover of the porch,
which had hidden him from us,
into the open moonlight. 1 recog:
nited him in a moment, even with-
out the big black retriever which
accompanied him, It was Livesay,
the gamekeeper,

“It's me, #ir,” 1 heard the keeper
call up, quite unnecessarily.

“Yes, 1 see that," sald my uncle.
YWhat then? What is it you
want?”

The man hesitated a moment.
Then he said, in a curlous hoarse
whisper, as If he would like it to
reach his master's ear only:

“l want you, sir. Come down,
slr.. For God's sake, come down

T

quick.”

My unecle muttered something, 1
did not hear what, In reply, and
I wondered for

| drew in his head.
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s moment what 1 should do—
whether or not to o back to bed.
For all 1| knew, | might not be
wanted. In an affair between my
uncle and the keeper a girl might
be only in the way. Btill, | might
possibly be of use—my uncle was
accustomed to confer with me a
good deal, much more than & man
often does with a young girl—and,
besides—] suppose | may as well
confess it—my curiosity was furi-
ously aroused.

I had lost half & minute or so of
time, while thus debating, but 1
quickly made it up again. 1 expect
a girl has rather an advantage
over & man In the speed of throw-
ing on the few clothes essential to
decent covering, always excepting
any hairdressing or the ltke van-
ity. At any rate, I found myself
on the Isnding outside Uncle
Ralph's room just at the moment
at which he was coming out.

He did not seem the least sur-
prised to see me—I1 suppose he
was occupled with his own thoughts
—in any case, he accepted my pres-
ence there as the most natursl
thing. No doubt he realized that
1, too, must have been aroused by
the ringing and by the keeper's
calling up.

When we got to the hall, after
going down the stairs together, we
found there Grainger, .the butler,
fumbling away at the bolts and
chain of the door. He seemed to
me to take an unconscionable time
about undoing them, one by one,
and blundering over each, although
they must have been perfectly fa-
miliar to his hand. He must have
done and undone them nightly and
daily for many years. But | no-
tlcod that he hardly seemed to be
ooking at them (of course the
electric light had been switched
fully on)., but at my uncle's face
all the while. .
" And then 1 noticed another sin-
gular thing about Grainger's ap-
pearance. Uncle was as dishev-
elled as I myself, in his hastlly
snatched up attire, hastily thrown
on, but Grainger was fully d
even to his collar ‘and perfect
white tie.. He ocould not, surely,’
have been to bed. And yet | knew
it was his usual habit to go to bed
early.

After an exasperatingly long
grinding and groaning of bolts, as
it seemed  to me, the door n:n
opened, and a flood of moonlight
came in. Runyer, the retriever,
wagged his tail and sniffed about

us..

Still, Livesay did not speak for
'a moment in any explanation of his
extraordinary summons. He ced
uneasily first at me and then at
« Grainger. - He-setmed at & loss to
begin on what he came to u‘y. At
length my uncle said testily, “Well
what s 'it?”

Even then he delayed. He
plucked my uncle by the sleeve,
with a familiarity which he would
hardly havd used in the broad day-
light and in ordinary circum-
stances. He muttered something
into my uncle's ear, in that same
singular, hoarse whisper as before,
only much reduced in volume, as if
he was using it at much shorter
range. I caught only some scra
of words of i{t—"a body"—"the
Summer-bouse,” My uncle sjacu-
lated dreadfully once or' twice,
“My God! My God!" Then he be-
gan moving away, s few quick
steps, with the keeper.

I hardly knew whether I should
follow them or not; they paid no
attention to me,

“Uncle,” I called, moving a step
or two after them {irresolutely.

He stopped, "“Well?" he sald,

)

gone. What could have
happened?

Whatever had happen.
ed, it seemed to me that
my own course of Im-
mediate action, for the
first time that night
since I had been awak- . . ‘¥

H

out thinking or looking;into
room, 1 believed that | kmew more

him. Amon
overheard of” Livesay's

pering was that word “"t'lf'
house.” That was.the
at all events, in which tv'] '

them. ' Thither I hurried.

CHAPTER IL.

The Empty Bed., '+ .
DID not know what, or why, }

conscious that my knees we

trembling beneath me ana that my
legs felt extremely shaky as [
again went down the stairs under
the sinister heads of the rhinoce
ros, the lions and several antelopes
with immense pointed horns which
Sir Ralph Cariton, my uncle, had

"broyght home with him from one

of his African big-game shooting
expeditions.
prise, was still thers st the open
door, gasing out into the glorious
moonlit night. As I went down 11

%

heard quiekly nmm: feet behina

} “foe, 'And turned to see Celestle, my

feared, but I was pllnl’ul:;-

Gralnger, to my. sup -

aunt's French maid, hyrrying down.
1 "Ah, -mademoiseller, what is It

then?” she asked, g phe overtook
R n‘t“b' :ul o ,;'luiu.
-What t mean? 4 wes-just go-
+Jing tomadama l:!_oha ‘should
‘want my help, | saw made-
oiselle on the stafr: . Mademal-

lo parmits that'] ask? - -

e wopmian was  pant with
the haste both of her runying snd
of speech, but I noticed that,
sithough she wap not, Hke -Orain-
ger, fully dressed, she had at least
taken the time to make sure that!
her negligee wias mnot whelly u
becoming to her. .

Someéhow an nndpﬂua‘hlo sus-
piclon flashed across me that she
might know more of the mysteri-
ous affair than her hurried ques-
tions seemed to show. i

“Celeste,” I said shortly, *“what
is the meaning of 1t? Her ladyship
is not in her room.”

* *'Not in her room, mon Dieu, but,
mademoiselle, she will then have
Tun out, like yon, like me, like Mr.
Grainger”—she pointed to the but
ler's gatnt figure standing guard.
ian at he door—"when she heard

rather impatiently. +

“Shall 1 come? WIill you want
me? Or"—as s thought suddenl
struck me—"hadn’'t I better tell
Aunt Enid you've gone out with
Livesay? B8he's sure to have been
awakened."

He stood intent a moment, as if
he could not make up his mind
how he should answer, 1 was
startled by his face; it looked mso
haggard and white in the moon-
light, All at once he sald quickly:

“Yeu, yes. Do what you like.”
Then he turned again and the two
men went rapidly away together
across the gravelled drive, the big
black dog at their heela.

1 watched them for s moment
and then wheeled about to meet
the gray Scottish eyes set deep
beneath the overhanging brows in
Grainger's rugged, inscrutable face,

He still stood without moving at
the door and I belleve he looked
after my every step as [ went up
out of the hall to my aunt's room. | .
I knocked at the door. There whs
no answer, 1 knocked again, much
louder, but still, to my surprise,
no answer came, g0 1 turned the
door handle and went In, The
room #vas in darkness.

“Aunt Enid,"” 1 called, but there
was no reply.

My heart began beating furl
ously. 1 was far more frightened
by this unexpected and uncanny
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silence than 1 had been by any of
the other strange events of this
most strange night. 1 fumbled for
the awitch by the door and flooded
the room with light.

It was empty.

1 could hardly believe my own
senses. I looked again at the bed,
after gearching ont with my eyes
each corner and crevice of tHe
room, No one lay there. What
was more, and more perplexing
#till, no one had lain In that bed
#ince It was last made, Aunt Enid,
who had gone to bed, as she sald,
before dinner, with a bad head.
ache and feeling miserable, had
not lain on her bed at all. She had
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“It struck me that there
was & carclessness in her
manner of response to
such little caressing acts

that so loud ringing of the bell.
“Celeste,” 1 said, “you do not
derstand. Her ladyship

the stalrs almost more quickly
than she had descended.

I did vot wait for her return. On
the contrary, | was well pleased Lo
be rid of her.

“Did you hear what | sald to
Celeste, Oralnger?™ 1 asked the
butler, as | came to him at the
door. “Her ladyship s not ip her
lnm" . Her bed has pot been slept

“Eh,"” he sald grimly and gravely,
in his slow Scoltish way, without
a change of expression In his rug
ged face, “that’s verra strange,
verra strange.”

1€ Wystery of the Summeré“l/ouse

“l must tell Sir Ralph,” | sald.

The wap made a movement sl
most as il he had a thought In-his
mind of blocking my way thransh
the door, but if such an idea gver
was in his mind he thought better
of it and drew back Lo let me pise

I tried to plece together the pus
zgle of his strange behavior as |
hurried across the moonlit spoce
before the house and dived nto the
shadow under the glhirubbery trees
If my position in the family had
been other than it wags—If | had
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' He Laughed at My Piano Te

My patented invention, the COLOROTONE, &w
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aching

But that was when I first
started in 1891, and I now
have far more students than
were ever before taught by
one man. Could | have over-
come this prejudice, enlarged
my schools every year for over
twenty-five years, unless there
was some real merit in my

method of teaching piano? In
vestigate by umﬁnc for my
free klet.

I will teach you piano or  DR. QUINN AT HIS PIANO.
organ in quarter usual time, from the Famous ¥ tch by Sehneid
and at quarter usual cost.

To persons who have not previously
a pretty bold statement.

referring you to any r _
isn't a State in the Union that doesn’t contain a
of the plano or organ who obtained their entire training

from me by mail.

My way of teaching plano or organ is entirely different
from all others, Out of every four hours of study one hour
is spent entirely away from the keyboard—Ilearning some-
thing abbout Harmony and The Laws of Music. "'Phtn is an
awful shock to most teachers of the “old gehool,” who still
think that learning the piano is solely a problem of “finger
gymnastics.” When you do go to the keyboard you ac-
complish twice as much, because fou understand what you
are doing. Within four lessons I enable you to play an
original key, but in all other keys as well.

— jeh are enfirely unknown to the ave-
ntific help e ONE, § eeps away playing difficulties llm'_
its use Transposition —usually & “nightmare” to
th my fifth lesgen | introduce another important
isive Inventlon—QUINN-DEX. Quinn-Dex is
a simple, hand-operated moving-picture device, which
enables you Lo see, right before your eyes, every move-
ment of my hands at the kevboard., You actually sce
the fAnperas move. Instead of having to rmrodn’u--- your
teacher's finger movements from MEMORY-—which
cannot be always Aaccurate—you have the correct
models bhefore you during every minute of practice
The COLOROTONE and Q TINN-DEX save you months
and years of wastad effort. They can be obtalned onlp
from me, and there I8 nothing else anywhere even re-
motely 11ke them, k

Men and women who have failed by all other
methods have quickly and saslly attnined success when
studying with me, In all essenfial ways you Are in
cloger touch with me than If you were studying by the
ora] method—yet my lesmons cort you only 43 cénts
each and they Include all the many recent develop-
ments in sclentifio teaching. For the student of mode-
rate means this method of studying is far superior to

11 others, and even for the wealthiest student there
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Please sond me, without cost or obligation,
your free bookiel, "HWow To Learm Mano or
Organ,” and full particulars of your Course
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othing belter at any price, You may be certain
t?u?. ;our prozress is at all times In accord with the
beat musical thought of the present day, and this
makes all the difference in the world
My Course ia indorsed by distinguished musicians
whoe would not racommend Aany course but the best

It i for beginnera or experienced players, old or ‘\'nung

You advance As rapidly or as slowly as you wish, Al

necessary music s supplied without extra charee A

diploma s granted, Write to-day, without ecost or

oblization, for 6Gi-page free booklet, “How to Learn

Plano or Organ.” s 2
Marcus Lucius Quinn
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heard of my method this may seem
But 1 will gladly convince you of fts accuracy by

pumber of my graduates in any part of the world. There
score or more skilled players




